Local democracy: Council of Europe* – Directorate of Democratic Institutions
[Strasbourg, 01/02/12]
BEST PRACTICE AWARD 2012 – REGENERATING COASTAL TOWNS, DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: 20 FEBRUARY 
The Best Practice Programme is a scheme developed to recognise, award and disseminate best practices in improvement and development at the local and regional level that bring real benefits to citizens. The scheme works to raise standards through peer learning and knowledge transfer. This scheme has been designed using methodologies developed by the UK Local Government Association (IDeA’s Beacon Scheme) and the Centre of Expertise of the Council of Europe. This year’s theme is the regeneration of coastal towns.

Between 1 and 20 February, coastal local authorities may make an initial expression of interest in participating by completing and submitting the application form below, in English or in French, to the following email address: dgII_coastal_bp@coe.int. 

At this first stage of the award procedure, applicant authorities are required to give a short description of the best practice they would like considered. This initial application will be screened by a selection panel and successful applicant authorities will be invited to submit a full application by 1 April. The programme’s award ceremony will be held in May in the UK. For further information please see the prospectus below.
Best Practice Award Prospectus


Application form
*Please note: The Council of Europe is often confused with the European Council of the European Union. The Council of Europe is not a body of the European Union.  It has 47 member States and is home to the European Court of Human Rights.  It has over 40 years’ experience of working with European governments on Local and Regional Democracy. 

For further information please contact: 
Siobhan Montgomery
Communications Officer
Department of Local and Regional Democracy and Good Governance
Directorate of Democratic Institutions
Council of Europe
Strasbourg - F-67075
tel: +33 3 88 41 24 14; email: siobhan.montgomery@coe.int; 

website: www.coe.int/local

